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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 7251 

STATE FOR ASST SECY HOLBROOKE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECON. ASEAN 

SUB J : US-ASEAN DIALOGUE 

REF: STATE 47752 

IN THE COURSE OF MFA LUNCH IN HONOR OF DAS 
GLEYSTEEN, UNDER SECRETARY ARUN PHANUPHONG STATED 
THAT ALTHOUGH RTG HAD NOT TAKEN A FORMAL POSITION 
ON ASEAN MINISTERIAL LEVEL MEETING IN WASHINGTON, 

HE WAS CONFIDENT THE THAI REACTION WOULD BE FAVORABLE. 

HE SAID THAT SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE VIEWED AS 
SYMBOLIZING THE CLOSE TIES BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
ASEAN. IN HIS VIEW, SINGAPORE WAS THE COUNTRY 
LEAST ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT A HIGH LEVEL MEETING AS 
SINGAPOREANS BELIEVE SUCH A MEETING SHOULD BE 
GIVEN CAREFUL STEP BY STEP PREPARATION. 
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